REMARKS 

The Office Action, dated April 1 3, 2004, has been reviewed carefully and the 
application amended in order to place the same in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration of the rejection and allowance of the amended claims are respectfully 
requested on the basis of the following remarks. 

The Invention : 

The present invention provides a method for a principal to electronically 
locate an agent, give the agent a power of attorney, and pay the agent, and for an 
agent to perform a service requested by a principal. 

This invention further provides a computer implemented method for a 
principal to electronically establish and use an agent. The method includes the 
following steps: the principal identifying a service requirement, the principal 
submitting an electronic request for service, negotiating terms by principal and agent, 
establishing an electronic power of attorney, the agent performing said requested 
service, and, the principal paying said agent. 

This invention further provides a computer readable medium containing 
instructions for performing a method for a principal to electronically establish and use 
an agent. The method includes the following steps: the principal identifying a service 
requirement, the principal submitting an electronic request for service, negotiating 
terms by principal and agent, establishing an electronic power of attorney, the agent 
performing said requested service, and, the principal paying said agent. 

This invention further provides a computer system containing instructions for 
performing a method for a principal to electronically establish and use an agent. The 
method includes the following steps: the principal identifying a service requirement, 
the principal submitting an electronic request for service, negotiating terms by 
principal and agent, establishing an electronic power of attorney, the agent performing 
said requested service, and, the principal paying said agent. 

Status of the Claims: 

Claims 1 -70 remain pending in this application. Claims 71-89 have been 
cancelled. 
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Claims 1, 33, and 52 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 12 as being indefinite. 
Claims 1, 33, and 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Walker et al. in view of Lloyd, 

Response to Rejections and Objections 

Claims L 33, and 52; Rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112 

Claims 1, 33, and 52 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 12 as being indefinite. 
More specifically, the Examiner has indicated that it is not clear that steps "e" and "f ' 
were performed electronically. Claims 1, 33, and 52 have been amended to indicate 
that the steps identified by the Examiner are performed electronically. 

Claims K 33, 52 and 71; Rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) 

Claims 1 , 33, and 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Walker et al in view of Lloyd, As noted by the Examiner, Walker 
does not disclose the use of an electronic power of attorney between a principal and 
an agent. Applicant further notes that Walker fails to even suggest such a power of 
attorney between a principal and an agent. The Examiner notes that Lloyd discloses a 
power of attorney in both the Abstract and at Col 7, L 64 - Col 8, L 6 and Col 8 L 16- 
28. 

Initially, Applicant notes that the Lloyd Abstract reads in full: 

A computerized mortgage implementing system includes a 
central service computer, which helps establish and maintain 
mortgage plans based upon mortgages at least partially 
collateralized by investment vehicles. Both a plurality of 
groups of investment vehicle information and mortgage 
information are stored in the service computer. Borrower 
information is entered in the service computer when a 
mortgage plan is to be established. An individual one of the 
groups of investment information is selected. A desired 
amount of the investment funding is determined for helping 
repay a mortgage plan. Mortgage implementing information 
is generated for a given mortgage plan, and is sent to a 
mortgage lender computer to facilitate the establishment of 
the mortgage plan. 
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Thus, the Abstract fails to mention a power of attorney or any other type of agency 
relationship. Applicant further notes that the sentence describing how the notice in 
the sentence cited by the Examiner, states that, "Thirty days prior to the date, the 
program sends a notice of the option and then choices that are available to the 
borrower by registered mail." Lloyd at Col 7, L 60-62 (Emphasis added). That is, 
Lloyd discloses the use of a traditional pen-and-paper power of attorney form. This 
non-electronic form is, apparently, converted to an electronic form so it maybe 
included as an attachment to an electronic notice, Col 8 L 16-28, but the power of 
attorney is not executed as an electronic document. Thus, Lloyd fails to disclose an 
"electronic power of attorney" as asserted by the Examiner. 

Moreover, as stated in, In re Geiger, 815 F.2d 686, 2 U.S.P.Q.2d 1276 (Fed. 
Cir. 1987), "obviousness cannot be established by combining teachings of the prior art 
to produce the claimed invention, absent some teaching, suggestion, or incentive 
supporting combination" (emphasis added) (attached as Appendix 1). Put another 
way, "the mere fact that disclosures or teachings of the prior art can be retrospectively 
combined for the purpose of evaluating obviousness/nonobviousness issue does not 
make the combination set forth in the invention obvious, unless the art also suggested 
the desirability of the combination . . .." Rite-Hiie Corp. v Kelly Co., 629 F.Supp. 
1042, 231 U.S.P.Q. 161, (attached as Appendix 2) affd 819F.2d 1 120, 2 U.S.P.Q.2d 
1915 (E.D. Wis. 1986) (emphasis added). Similarly, the court in, In re Vaeck, 947 
F.2d 488, 20 U.S.P.Q.2d 1438 (Fed. Cir. 1991), stated that "both the suggestion [to 
make the claimed apparatus] and the reasonable expectation of success must be found 
in the prior art, not in the Applicants' disclosure" (attached as Appendix 3). Here, 
there is no suggestion that the cited references should be combined. 

Accordingly, neither Walker nor Lloyd disclose the use of an electronic power 
of attorney and, even if one of the references did, there is no "teaching, suggestion, or 
incentive" supporting such a combination. As such, the rejection of claims 1, 33, and 
52 under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Walker et al in view of Lloyd 
should be withdrawn. 



23 



CONCLUSION 

In view of the amendments and remarks above, Applicant respectfully submits 
that the application is now in proper form for issuance of a Notice of Allowance and 
such action is requested at an early date. 




(412) 566-1253 



D^vt3 C. Jenkins 
Registration No. 42,691 
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC 
600 Grant Street, 44 th Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
Attorney for Applicant 
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